“This town isn’t New York or Newark...
there are far more pigeons here,” says Heavy Benny,

ONI'LSSIONS
O AN

L.A. BOOKIL

Gambler: "I can't pay you today, Benny.
I left my money in the pocket of my
other pants.”

Benny: "I didn’t know you still had two
pairs of pants.”

ookmakers are the ultimate so-
cial anomaly. It is as if they held
some special right to levy
taxes—the privilege of skim-
ming the public purse—while
being exempt from filing even a nickel of
income with the IRS. Locally, among the
busiest of these anomalies is Benny—
known to his friends as Heavy Benny—
who has a round, ruddy and innocent face.

No one can say that life hasn’t treated
him well, although Heavy Benny is more
abused than a public washroom—and the
gaming section of administrative vice at
the LAPD has a file on him thicker than a
pile of 50 scratch sheets. “Bookies are al-
ways blamed for something they didn’t
create,” lamented Benny as he drove into
Hollywood Park one morning last month.
“My best customers look down on me.
They’d come to my funeral only to
celebrate.”

Most gamblers consider a bookie a bar-
racuda with no license to be a human
being, but this day at Hollypark, Benny,
wearing a fine cashmere jacket, matching

on the job at Hollypark

By Al Stump

cap and carrying Swiss binoculars,
handed $20 to the car-park boy while tell-
ing him, “On a smoggy day like today, put
your money on a gray horse with yellow
silks.” Moving toward a track gate, he ex-
plained, “That way nobody can see what
your jock’s doing to the other riders on the
backstretch.”

Formerly of Asbury Park, New Jersey,
46-year-old, five-foot-ten, 260-pound Ben-
ny is a cynic and a $200,000-a-year suc-
cess. Long ago he was able to afford his
own 24-hour bail bondsman, and he now
goes about in $125 lizard boots and with a
bulging belly courtesy of food at L’Escof-
fier. Ask him how his girlfriend is doing
and Benny replies, “She’s humpbacked
from the jewelry I give her.”

lllegal as an embezzler, he lives in a
shadowed world of “cash rooms,” “re-
lays,” “moving the line,” “dime units,”
“chopping the pot,” “junk action,” “vig-
orish” and “connected people.” He is a
full-service operator, combining sports
bookmaking—football, baseball, fights,
hockey, basketball-—with handling play
on “flats,” or Thoroughbred racing.

Geographically, Benny’s a chameleon.
If he has a front office, taking phone or
drop-in bets in Van Nuys, he also main-
tains a back room far away in the San
Gabriel Valley. His front room quotes the

day’s odds or point spreads to players who
call in (they use coded I.D. numbers,
never their names); his back room records,
processes and balances out the action.
Linking the two is a relay, or information-
transfer system.

“It’s a blind split,” explained Benny as
he comfortably spread himself out in his
Hollypark clubhouse seat. “If the cops hit
the front room, they get some anonymous
bet slips and pricemaking paperwork. But
they could pull a gun on the guys there
and demand the location of the back-room
bookkeepers, and it’d do them no good.
Because the front guys don’t know the
back guys. Never met them. Don’t even
know what county they’re in. Maybe
they’re in Big Bear, hey? Or down around
La Costa.”

I was at Hollypark with Benny (not his
real name—in fact, Benny is a composite
of two well-known L.A. bookies) to pry
into the covert life of an L.A. bet taker,
who may be to civilization what the re-
mora is to the shark but who, nevertheless,
is needed. It’s been argued that without
the bookie, life would be hollow. Com-
pared with the dull stock market or a real-
estate venture, getting down on an NFL,
NBA or NCAA game or a hot horse is the
stuff of adventure, of soul. “Gamblers feel
romantic,” Benny put it, “but they’re ac-
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“...Benny’sdaytime
vehicle is a plain
black Ford; at night -
he drives a flashy
XJ12 Jag, for which
he paid cash...”

A bookie gets raided:
Blackboards keep track

of the action, phone-
answering machines take

bets the impersonal way,

and a teletype machine brings
in the important info—
which horse came in first.

tually mental cases. They keep conning
themselves. If they go broke at Book A
and Book B, they’ll go to Book C and bet
for credit. Walter Matthau, who ought to
know, once said a compulsive player is a
total moral degenerate. He’s right. A com-
pulsive will steal from his own family to
keep his play alive.”

Spreading himself comfortably over a
seat looking down on the teeming In-
glewood-track mob, Benny drolly com-
mented that he fully subscribes to a
Damon Runyon aphorism.

“You mean the one about all horse-

players dying broke?” 1 inquired.

“Nah, that’s not quite true. Runyon
wrote, ‘As regards the human race, it’s
nine to five against.” Truest thing ever
said.”

Keeping Benny and roughly 1,500 other
area hand books, cash rooms, wire services
and tout outfits in diamonds is a private-
wagering volume here that may be the
highest per capita in the country. Ten
years ago, L.A. district attorney Evelle
Younger moaned that local bookies raked
in $700,000 daily. In 1978, the official esti-
mate was $1.8 billion laid out annually.
And recently, Lieutenant Runo Lemming,
one of the top bookie busters of the LAPD,
rolled his eyes and reported, “It’s wild. In
the past, a single sport book here would do
$100,000 per week on various team
games. Now when we make an arrest, we
find $800,000 to close to $1 million
grossed in a week in one shop on only one
sport—rfootball. Overall, we figure $4 bil-
lion is gambled on games and another
billion or so on off-track horse bets in Los
Angeles County.”

The L.A. city budget for fiscal 1980,
including proprietary interests, is $3.4
billion.

“Fyodor Dostoyevsky could have writ-
ten a hell of a novel about Los Angeles

e

gaming,” | told Benny. “Remember his
character who had one coin left in his
pocket for food, and he bet and lost it?”

“Don’t bring up Russians,” replied -
Benny. “It reminds me that only Russian
spies are more unpopular here than an
honest guy in my line.”

When he drops in at Hollypark, Del
Mar or Santa Anita, Benny isn’t present
just to lay a few knowledgeable bob
himself, but to boost business. Not every-
one—particularly not owners and train-
ers—wants to go against the cutthroat
15% per cent takeout by the track and the
state from the pari-mutuel handle.
Owners and trainers are not such suckers.
Many prefer to invest with free-lance bet
brokers. They not only extend credit,
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BAIL BONDSMAN
TO THE BOOKIES

“In writing bail bonds, bookies rate among the best of risks,” states Joey
Barnum, a lean man in dark shades. “You don’t find them skipping town and
becoming fugitives, like so many people charged with a crime.”

“Jailhouse Joey” Barnum specializes in furnishing release bonds for arrested
bookmakers—several hundred per year. The LAPD and the county sheriff’s
department report more than 2,000 annual bookie collars, part of a perennial
attempt to hold down booming illegal gambling. Bail is usually set at $500 to
$1,500. **Courts here in L.A. County are lenient, much more so than in Orange
and Ventura counties,” say vice-squad sources. *'You might put a book out of
business for a few months, but he’ll pop up again. You can bet on that.”

Meanwhile, Jailhouse Joey speeds to the rescue. Southern California’s bet-
processing mills dislike losing valuable time away from the old grindstone; there-
fore, their first reaction after an arrest is a distress phone call to Joey Barnum or
another bondsman. “I carry a beeper, wherever I go,” says Barnum, who is head-
quartered in El Monte and downtown L.A., *so that no bookie’s cry goes un-
heeded.” On a $1,000 surety bond, his commission under law is $100.

One night he refused to write bail for a bookie because the culprit couldn’t put
up collateral on a $2,000 bond, such as real property, stocks or bonds. *As I was
leaving the jail,” Barnum tells it, “the fella said, ‘I understand that you can't trust
me. So, at least, let me give you a horse at Santa Anita that will win." He then
tipped me to a 15-to-one long shot. Just for the hell of it, I bet him pretty heavy on
the nose.

“The tip won and paid me $1,600, and I rushed back to his cell and bailed out
the guy at no charge. Matter of fact, I took him to dinner that night at the best
restaurant in town.”

Leading his list of preferred bail-out risks are bookmakers, gays and pros-
titutes—"all of whom have territory or other connections to protect and are
dependable.” And there’s another reason why Barnum’s bailees seldom run out on
his guarantee that they’ll duly appear in court: in the 1940s and *50s, he was the
world’s third-ranked lightweight, winner of 93 of 110 pro fights, including a
victory over welterweight champ Johnny Bratton. Desilu Playhouse once pro-
duced “Killer Instinect,” starring Rory Calhoun—the story of Barnum's fistic
career. Today his Cadillac carries the license plates Ex PUG.

Jailhouse Joey, who did $2 million worth of business last year, attests that
bookmakers live by a code of honor. They do not reveal the names of their
customers to the district attorney, even when facing sentence. This is understood
and lived up to with few exceptions. “It’s vital,” Barnum says, “because the
customer might be a bank president, a name politician or even a judge.” ]

Jaithouse Joey:
~.NNo bookie's cry goes unheeded.

MICHAEL LE ROY

“...My best
customers look
down on me. They'd
come to my funeral
only to celebrate...”

which the mutuels do not, but will allow
seven days of “‘straightening-up time” in
which their losers can pay them. Of
course, independent bookies can’t afford
to pay off winners at track odds. But their
maximums of 15-to-one, six-to-one and
three-to-one payout on win, place and
show aren't all that bad. And you don’t
need to queue up to be accommodated.

“Excuse me,” murmured Benny, leav-
ing his seat and wandering off into the
mezzanine-level crowd. He paused here
and there a few feet away from a well-
dressed customer. Barely moving his
mouth, he can quote his odds and accept a
wager in a few seconds of murmured con-
versation. And that’s what he was doing in
broad daylight at a track where security
guards are always watching for invading
bookies, who bleed off big money {rom the
establishment—an estimated $1 million
per meeting. Back in his seat a half-hour
later, Benny pointed out his Robin Hood—
esque ethics: “The difference between me
and the mutuels is that they take from the
many—the poor—and [ take from a
few—the rich. Even the jockeys send
agents around to get down with me.”

One of his competitors, called the Owl,
has been thrown off California tracks
more than 30 times, which amuses Benny.
“I don’t stay long and don’t come often,”
he said, dismissing such foolishness. “In a
crowd of 50,000, I'm just another fat guy
with a copy of the Racing Form.”

It is near the affluent Arcadia area that
he supervises his main organization: a
front-and-back-office staff of eight to 10.
Benny himself works out of a third station,
a cheap, rented apartment somewhere
south of Olympic Boulevard. Every few
months he changes his address. Once a
week his losing clients are visited by
Benny’s “‘runners,” who collect in cash.
They do it in a bar, on the street, even at
the loser’s place of business. “On payouts
to winners, you got to go carefully,” said
Benny. “Maybe you start up a school of
the dance. Or a school of bridge instruc-
tion. You print checks on the schools’ bank
accounts. Then you mail a check to your
client.”

What about the cops bugging his bat-
tery of phones? “Absolutely no way they

continued on page 350
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BOOKIE

continued from page 245

cando that today,” he smiled. *“The Cahan
Law and federal regulations have blocked
the vice squad. One time | was raided at a
West Hollywood spot. The cops had a legal
warrant to break in. But it took them 45
minutes to get through a reinforced door.
They used rams, and when that didn’t do
it, they called the fire department for auto-
matic jacks. The thing went on for 45 min-
utes until, finally, the goddamn door went
down, crash.

“And standing there in an almost-
empty room was a little guy about 90
years old.

““Were you knocking?’ he asked the
policemen.”

fter the fourth race at Hol-
lypark, Benny departed, head-
ing his car toward Studio City,
where he was to pick up his din-
ner date—a lady bartender.
“She helps me out, brings in business,” he
said. “The older johns who hang around
girlie bars want to make time with the
girls. So she hustles them a little, and they
go for a chance on a ball game. Or make
bets like exactas or five-horse parlays,
where they got as much chance as a
Cuban swimming side stroke to Miami.”

So as not to arouse the curiosity of rov-
ing LAPD patrols, Benny’s daytime vehi-
cle is a plain black *78 Ford. Away from
the job, he drives a flashy Jaguar XJ12,
for which he paid cash. He drinks only
Glenfiddich malt Scotch. He sleeps
crosswise in a 10-foot-long custom-made
bed. In one week he’s done $600,000 total
volume, laying off about one-third of this
to larger bookmaking: emporiums in the
event his patrons get lucky in a bunch. In
so “chopping the pot,” he loses some
profit, but he gives himself an essential
safety hedge.

“Of 100 average bettors, how many are
consistent winners?” I asked.

“Eight to 10 per cent on ball games, a
little more than that on the ponies,” he
answered. “This town isn't New York or
Newark. Far more pigeons here.”

The players’ demented logic is easily
demonstrated: “Right now, I've got an ac-
tor’s agent who’s always in over his head.
He lost 16 straight times on pro basket-
ball. He can’t realize that you can’t hand-
icap this game, what with all the overpaid
athletes in it who blow hot and cold. So
after losing 16 in a'row, he phoned to make
a 17th bet. I told him there was no basket-
ball action scheduled for that day, but
we’d accommodate him on Forum hockey.

“The goof got mad. ‘Don’t be silly!” he
yelled. ‘I don’t know anything about
hockey.” ”

It’s amazing, mused Benny, the way
highly intelligent executives delude them-
selves that their pickmanship will beat the
price-setting professionals of Las Vegas,
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New York and Miami, such as the Reno
Line and Bob Martin’s Union Plaza
Sports Book in Vegas. Not only does
Benny receive these guidelines for $200
per week each Monday, he adapts them to
his special needs by creating a “moving
line.” In midweek or late in the week, he
changes the point spread or odds, accord-
ing to where and in what amounts money
is coming in. For each pro bet, he dili-
gently tries to “level” it with a con bet.
Should he not balance his accounts, he is,
in effect, wagering on a game’s outcome.
And no shrewd operator takes sides or
strays outside the “hazard”—the amount
of cash set aside to pay off winners.

Many football books have a policy of
moving or leveling the line by a half point
for every $10,000 laid in excess on any one
team over its opponent. It’s like the stock
market—buy orders on one ledger side,
sell orders on the other. To win $100 on
sports, you put up $110. The difference is
the 10 per cent commission to the house.
After expenses, it runs in the 7 per cent
range. On horse races, it runs 15 per cent
and up.

As a young guy back in Asbury Park,
Heavy Benny worked as a junior account-
ant. “1'd bet other employees on how long
the various big shots in the firm would last
in their jobs,” he related. “When my de-
partment head found out I was giving
three-to-one he wouldn’t last a year, he
fired me. So | came west and right away
gained 52 pounds.” As for “inside infor-
mation,” he soon learned that L.A. gam-
blers are pathetically short on it. Example:
Benny one day accepted a “‘dime,” or
$1,000 wager, on Loyola University of
Chicago to lose in basketball. Later the
customer confessed he’d been tipped that
Loyola was about to suffer player inel-
igibilities. But Loyola easily beat Wiscon-
sin. “Turned out that it was Loyola of New
Orleans that had lost the players,” said
Benny, “which every bookmaker in L.A.
had known about for 48 hours.”

It’s not surprising that well-to-do local
bettors have traveled to Monte Carlo just
to touch the knee joint of a bronze horse
standing outside the Hotel de Paris, which
has legendary “lucky” powers. And it fig-
ures that Gamblers Anonymous was
founded in Los Angeles in 1957 at the
Mayfair Hotel. Nowadays, GA is a world-
wide body, including an auxiliary for
ladies who've reformed and sworn never
again to buy a football card or daily dou-
ble. But many GAs backslide. *“Not many
can kick it,” claimed Benny. “Their motto
is Bet Something Every Day; or, You’ll
Never Know When You Might Hit a Big
One. We call them poorhouse optimists.”

Later in the day, pulling his-Ford into a
Studio City parking lot where his date
awaited him, he spoke of “rating” the city
for values: “One Brentwood or Bel-Air
player is worth a dozen South L.A. ones. A
$500-a-day habit is ordinary on the West-
side. There’s one owner of a chain of
clothing stores who lays, I swear, $1 mil-
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lion per year. The film actors are baseball
junkies. One star owed $170,000 and
couldn’t pay. He didn’t welsh, which
would have left the books stuck. You can’t
legally collect on a gambling debt in Cal-
ifornia. What he did was allocate a per-
centage of his next movie to four books,
who got paid a couple of years later.”

The late studio boss Darryl F. Zanuck is
generally rated as the number-one all-time
I..A. plunger. Also outstanding, before he
cut it out, was Walter Matthau. Matthau
recalls the time when, after losing $36,000
on a Yankee-Oriole doubleheader, he was
in a hotel lobby and put up $1,000 that the
next man through the door would be five-
foot-ten or taller. Two six footers appeared
in the doorway, and Matthau was about to
collect. Then the men bumped into each
other and stopped to apologize. And in
walked Peter Lorre.

everal days after his dinner

meeting with the female bar-

tender, Heavy Benny was in Re-

dondo Beach, attending a social

gathering of handicappers and
other friends at the home of J. J. Jones
(not his real name), a wagering commis-
sioner of the beach-cities territory. Re-
cently, Jones had paid an $850 fine and
spent 28 days in county jail for transport-
ing gaming information worth in excess of
$15,000 across the Nevada line, which in
California is a felony. A grizzled veteran in
a bathrobe and jogging shoes, the lanky
Jones passed out drinks and $1.50 Mon-
tecristo No. 1 cigars to his guests. He re-
ported that he was taking a month’s
vacation while wounds healed down at the
gaming squad.

“That’s gonna cost you
Heavy Benny.

“Yes, but it’ll give me time to catch up
on my collecting,” said Jones. “A guy who
owns two bakeries here is in to me for
$1,200. He says he can’t remit because he
can’t bake pizzas fast enough to catchup.”

“He needs a reminder,” suggested one
of the guests. “Nothing too rough, of
course—ijust a slap across the head to
make him see he can’t do that.”

Seriously harming those who “*hang up”
a bookie went out of style here years ago,
but it’s not unheard-of for a congenital
welsher to be given an ambulance ride.
Established commissioners dislike going
to this extreme, yet citizens settle up with
‘the landlord, butcher and IRS, don’t they?
For those who neglect to square accounts
once too often, a “‘collector” sometimes
must be brought in. First, he’ll harass the
debtor by phone, then make demands in
public. If that doesn’t work, he may get
physical. Bail bondsman Joey Barnum
(see accompanying story}, known as the
King of L.A.’s Bookie Bailers, says, “One
of the hardest things to overcome in
springing a bookmaker on bond is when
he’s accused of using force on someone. 1
keep telling the boys not to do it, but they
get aggravated .. .”

observed
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Strange things happen in the business.
When a heavy bettor is so hard up that he
faces hocking his house or borrowing at a
30 to 40 per cent penalty from a shylock,
he sometimes commits suicide. Benny and
his companions at Redondo Beach re-
garded this with mixed sorrow and prac-
ticality, saying, “Loss of life is a terrible
thing. Also, any time a steady high shooter
kills himself, it gives the business a black
eye and costs us some of our volume.” Of
the several bookies gathered at J. J. Jones’
place, none felt guilt over cashing in on a
human weakness. They feel that in offer-
ing a special and often risky service that
requires up to 16-hour workdays, they're
no worse than a crooked stockbroker,
rogue lawyer. medical humbug or many
public-office holders. And the caveat emp-
tor factor is obvious to anyone calling
upon them.

But the bad experiences of chronic
wagerers are nothing alongside what hap-
pens to bookmakers at the hands of crimi-
nals. In Huntington Park, one of Jones’
guests recalled, a 58-year-old wire-room
owner was seized by three robbers as he
entered his car. His fingers and ears were
twisted until he told where $22,000 was
hidden—in a pouch sewed into the car’s
lining. Police later found the beaten and
bleeding victim in a ditch.

The case of Rueben Markowitz, a.k.a.
Rube the Mark, also isn’t forgotten.
Markowitz was snatched from his home,
tied up, stutfed into a trunk and dropped
into a river. He didn’t survive the immer-
sion. “What happened here,” explained
Jones, “was that a guy lost $60,000 when
the Dodgers beat the Yankees four
straight in the World Series. To avoid get-
ting up 60 Gs, he left Rube for dead.”

Another pressure on bet men is the in-
creased use of aircraft to spot their zigzag
movements around L.A. One LAPD heli-
copter tailed a suspect from place to place
for so long that eventually a ring doing
$300,000 weekly was smashed. Twelve
books, in all, were located: “They didn’t
get the 13th, though. He had a heart at-
tack and was in an oxygen tent when they
put the handcuffs on him,” said a man
named Dynamite, a friend of Jones’.
Small comfort.

There are other dangers out there in
Bookieland. Involvement with famous
persons can kick back, as in the case of
a popular Westside commissioner who
drew a year’s jail time after Dean Martin
testified in court that he’d placed baseball
wagers with him. “You see what it got
him?” said Dynamite. “Martin’s name
blew the case into the headlines. And
the judge came down hard. It’s better to
take bets from ordinary guys, never
superstars.”

Hounded on many sides, bookies have
been known to suffer nervous breakdowns.
Take Mack Z., for example. He made the
mistake of imbalancing and overloading
his “handle” (total of money bet) on
North Carolina to beat Marquette by a
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six-point spread in the NCAA finals and
furthermore neglected to lay off a $300,-
000 bet on Marquette. Driving down Pico
Boulevard, Mack Z. was in the rear seat of
his limousine watching the game on TV.
Suddenly he realized that Marquette
would not only beat the spread but win the
game. “At that point,” recalled Jones,
“Mack Z. fell down on the car floor and
began biting the rug and crying. He beat
his head on the door handle and kicked the
TV set to pieces. He fell all apart, just
went crazy. That game bankrupted his
book.”

Habitual gamblers probably would
have been pleased to witness the sight, just
as they are pleased when something shifty
happens at a racetrack and the book-
makers don’t know it’s happening. The
Pomona disaster of 1969 is an illustration.

After a Pomona County Fairgrounds
race, an inquiry was held and 70 wit-
nesses—most of them bookies—paraded
before a federal grand jury to testify that a
long shot, Deerwood Duke, ruined them
when he won and paid $45. The animal
was found to have been drugged. Butthat
wasn’t known until long after bookmakers
had paid off. Said Heavy Benny, morosely,
“He was an information horse [one
treated with dope], but nobody informed
us in advance.” Usually, the big-time
bookies’ stable connections know which
trainers are using outlawed nostrums and
at such times horses are “‘taken off the
board,” with no wagers accepted. Such
tipoffs, however, are not foolproof, as
Deerwood Duke proved.

o one can say with certainty
which financial setback was the
worst ever absorbed by Los An-
geles bookmakers, but from an
informational standpoint, the
hardest blow came 15 years ago when
superior court judge Mark Brandler
sentenced an LAPD vice squadsman to a
one-to-14-year jail sentence. The cop was
convicted of conspiracy—that is, tipping
off the boys with the green eyeshades and
scratch sheets of impending raids on their
establishments. The case was a major
scandal and cost bookies a priceless infor-
mant. Testimony indicated that the officer
was paid $600 to $800 per month for his
early-warning signals. “l wasn’t around
here at the time,” observed Jones from
behind a cloud of cigar smoke, “"but at the
price, he got robbed. He was worth 50
times what they paid him.”

Until a recent shocking disclosure, to-
day’s police-department antibookie per-
sonel were thought to be as straight and
tough as the law allows. However, early in
November no less than eight officers of the
77th Division were charged by chief Daryl
Gates with conspiring to make more than
100 phony arrests of *“‘bookie stooges.”
The stooges were arrested while the real
and important price writers were allowed
1o escape, it was claimed.

The surrogate scheme-—which has
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sparked an intensive investigation into the
LAPD’s relationships with bookies—is a
vast embarrassment to Gates. And it
shows how strong the bookics are in the
city—able to reach into the very ranks of
the men sworn to blitz them. If found
guilty when tried, the accused officers
could receive felony sentences for obstruc-
tion of justice and false arrest.

Honest cops, meanwhile, are up against
syndicates with suspected organized-
crime connections that need as many as
110 telephones for one network and run up
monthly phone bills excecding $500,000.
With that kind of financing, they can buy
the best antispy equipment available. Ac-
cording to LAPD dctective Doug Mon-
teith, one of the cops most feared by local
bookies. the wealthier operators use rows
of tape recorders to register the hundreds
of bets and then feed them into IBM com-
puters to analyze their intake. “Comput-
ers,” says Monteith, “give the ebb and
flow of the day’s business at once. They
cnable the books 10 level or ‘middle off”
their activity. It saves chartmaking. When
we broke into a joint in Montebello not
long ago, the clerks were up to their knees
in computer printouts—a little  Wall
Street operation.”

When I mentioned crime-fighting tech-
niques to Heavy Benny, he sighed, “Yeah,
it's tough. One time a guy with a $100,000
bankroll showed up in Inglewood. He had
unusual ability to figure spreads and, in
general, to win money off the house. He
bet so smartly that he worked his way into
the confidence of a bookmaker handling
USC and UCLA games and was made a
junior partner in the business. In court, he
turned out to be a licutenant from the
Devonshire Division.”

Infiltration by police agents to that de-
gree doesn’t happen often and is much less
a worry than the straight raid of a cash
room. Cash rooms use pool halls, barber




shops, beauty parlors and the like as fronts
and are places with many safeguards. At
the door, a player must speak a code such
as “This is the Shadow, number 122,” or
“I'm Fox, number 186”—into a concealed
microphone. A buzzer then releases the
lock on the door. The better cash rooms
offer coffee and doughnuts while selec-
tions are being made. If the gaming squad
should break in, the counteraction is
quick. All bet notations are written on
“flash” paper, which vanishes instantly
when touched by a burning match and dis-
solves faster than you can say *Jimmy the
Greek” or even “freeze” when dropped
into water.

o J( = ) ( ] _ “Where do you obtain the flash paper?”
et ' ' - . I asked Benny.

“From an old Chinese gent who used to

% %m@ %W 1 am lo 3/%% be a stage magician,” he said with a slight

smirk. “We call him Soon Shee Go.”

% %e/éz @%0'4’&[&4%1 a/na/ %/ @W Once destroyed, however, tally sheets

become expensive. Clients can claim they

Hox these w«éo/w'e%% the P/égd%[ lowuch 0//%’”%7‘50“4 made picks that won, and even if a bookie

knows it’s a lie, he can’t prove it and
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busy, happy one—at Anaheim Sta-

Loats Pzt dium on a Friday night. At the Big A,

R house security is so good that bets must be
Beverl “/llshlre Hotel made silently by a group in the stands by a
y waggling of fingers or nodding of a head in

a certain way. Benny knows baseball bet-

ter than 99.9 per cent of the fans and did
quite well, winning $100 or so on progres-

sive bets in nine innings. One of those who
PROTEC? lost to him, a young fellow, walked by
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